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Ten Anniversary of
New Order of Druids

Editor’s Word

Welcome to the Imbolc 2013
edition of the Orán Mór! This
edition is also a very special one
as it is also the 10th anniversary
of the New Order of Druids. I
really can’t believe that we have
been around for 10 years!
We’ve got many things going on
on the website and forums this
month so keep an eye open for
all the goodies we have for you!
In this issue of the Orán Mór we
have many great articles and
poems for you to enjoy. We will
also be introducing the newest
council members and you will
get to know your newest
mentors a little better.
We also have an article by
Phoenix telling us about the ten
years of the New Order of
Druids.
A great big thanks to everyone
who has contributed to this
special issue of the Orán Mór.
Special thanks go out to the
artists of this issue; Dawn for the

Orán

Mór

drawing on the cover, Steve for
the drawing at the beginning of
the Bardic corner and finally to
A n a s t a s i a fo r h e r d r aw i n g
signaling the beginning of the
articles.
I hope you enjoy this issue as
much as we enjoyed bringing it
to you.
Cuardai
Editor-in-Chief
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“I had a dream, in where thou stood in a Great Forest, and
thou were surrounded by many people, who all wore the
robes of Druids, and they had come to thy call. From near and
afar they came, to bring thou the help thou seeketh, and yet, I
tell thee, I was not among them.”
~ The Dream of Myrrdin (Jean-Claude), adapted from “The
Legend of NOD”
Though those were not his exact words, Jean-Claude did tell me
of this dream about eleven years ago, before the New Order of
Druids was founded. I have used the same quote to start my
article “Five Years N.O.D.” in the Oran Mór edition that is, by now,
also five years old. And that makes February 1, 2013, the 10th
birthday of the New Order of Druids. This is a story of how a
simple and small website grew into what it has become today, of
all the struggles we met along the way and all the achievements
we’ve obtained. This is a story which, I hope, will encourage and
inspire the reader to make the upcoming ten years just as
successful.
The Birth of the Order
It all began when I, an atheist since I was the age of 14, got
introduced into Druidism by Jean-Claude Pretre somewhere in
2001. He decided to take me on as a student, and helped me to
create a website called “Gate to Avalon” on August 16, 2002. The
website was very simple and small at this time, but with the help
of Jean-Claude I implemented a small online community with the
name: “New Order of Druids”.
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The implementation process, which simply meant the installation
of software to run discussion forums, was completed on January
24, 2003, and the New Order of Druids was opened to the public
on following February 1st, which is coincidentally also the date of
the Celtic feast of Imbolc!
But there was much work to be done yet… One of the first steps
that followed next, was to determine how the Order should be
managed. I did not feel it was right to install myself as any kind of
“supreme head” or “Arch Druid”, so instead I opted for the
formation of a democratic “Druid Council”.
The first Council was formed on June 11, 2003, by three people:
myself, Jean-Claude and Jason Kirkey (also known as Idircheo,
Awenydd and Solasdana). By the time of the formation of the
Council, Jason had already launched an online course called
“Living Celtic Spirituality”, which was to become the foundation
stone of the online Druid college called the “Grove of Dana”.

Picture of a NOD meeting in 2006 or 2007. From left to right: Bart, Torc, Jason Kirkey, Jenni,
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me, Ravenlady (one time mentor several years ago), Bjorn (a member who used to attend
the meetings), Nancy/Messalina (former Council and General Assembly member)

The Teperian Council
Within a matter of months, we had our online community going
with a Council to run it, and a free-of-charge online course.
Things were clearly going the right way, but it wasn’t going to be
an easy ride all the way. The online community was growing at a
stable rate, but the larger we became the more work rested on
the shoulders of the Council members, so our next step was an
obvious one: we needed more Council members that were willing
to help share the load. A few months after its creation, the
Council admitted the first new Council member.
This new
member was to be Teperis, and his admittance was to cause more
disturbances than any of us could have foreseen at the time.
A first conflict caused Jean-Claude to resign from the Council
(although there were other external reasons for his resignation as
well), leaving us with one pair of helping hands less. When it
became obvious that we were in need of new Council members
once again, Teperis put forth two candidates: his wife (Whitewolf)
and his Druid student (Oakbear), both also said to be members of
the “Grove of the White Dragon”, a local Druid Order in the
United States of which Teperis was Grand Druid. Once their
candidacies were approved, the next move of Teperis was to
install himself as “Grand Druid” of the N.O.D. Council, which he
easily obtained with a majority vote from Whitewolf and Oakbear.
It was a move to obtain more status, but not to take the
responsibility for it. It soon became apparent that me and Jason
were the only ones in the Council doing all the work (with some
genuine help from Oakbear, though). This should have resulted in
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the removal of Teperis from the Council, but it was not – if he was
forced to leave, there was no doubt that he would take both
Whitewolf and Oakbear with him, leaving us with even less helping
hands. A different approach was then chosen: add yet another
Council member, a woman known by the name Sparrow. As soon
as Teperis figured out that if anyone else joined the Council, he
would no longer have a secured majority vote over any decisions
being made, he rejected Sparrow’s candidacy with blazing
canons, and coerced his cartel partners – Whitewolf and Oakbear
– to do the same.
The Council had become defunct, and it was time that something
was done about it. On March 30, 2004, I took the bold decision to
abolish the Council completely, as well as the position of Grand
Druid, in order to break the ‘Teperian Cartel’. A new Council to
replace the abolished one was formed by me and Jason, and we
sent out a crystal clear message: a position in the Council is not
about titles or power, but about service.
With the departure of the Teperian Triad, we were of course once
more in need of new helping hands, but now it was no longer an
issue to welcome Sparrow to the Council, and even Jean-Claude
was willing to return. It was to grow from there ever since.
The Online Druid College
With the growing number of members, there was also an increase
of interest in the “Living Celtic Spirituality” course, and it soon
became obvious that Jason could no longer take care of all the
students alone. As a result, the “Grove of Dana” online Druid
college was founded by Jason on May 30, 2004. The first course
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to be implemented was the “Bardic Course”, which was an
updated version of the “Living Celtic Spirituality” course, and was
later to be followed by the Ovate and Druid Course. The college
saw a steady increase of students, and over time the “Grove of
Dana Faculty” was formed to create a team of mentors, assisting
Jason in guiding the college students and grading their
assignments.
On January 20, 2005, Jason decided to resign from both the
positions of Council member and College Coordinator, because
other projects were keeping him too busy. He was granted the
title of “Honorary Council Member” for all the work he had done
for N.O.D., and thus assumed an advisory role without any
obligations or responsibilities. The administration of the college
was transferred to the capable hands of Crow Dragontree, and
the Grove of Dana continued to grow and prosper greatly under
his management.
The First Meeting of N.O.D.
Things on N.O.D. were about to change rapidly once again, when
it so happened that I was to meet my wife, Jenni Heiden, on the
very website I had created. In August 2004, I went to visit her in
Michigan, where we got married before both of us left for
Belgium. She joined the Council on October 14, which by that
time consisted of me, Jason, Gwen (Sparrow), Rain Yavanee
(Memory), Aaron Steley (Avaon) and Grant Fir. Jean-Claude had
already left the Council again by that time.
It was in this time that three people suddenly resurfaced: Teperis,
Whitewolf and Oakbear.
After having apologized for all the
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drama, and having assured us they had learned from their errors,
the request was made for them to rejoin the Council. I was
sceptic at first, but nevertheless they obtained a majority vote of
the Council. At any rate, the previous issues could never occur
again, considering that the Council was now too large for them to
dominate the majority vote.
In the following year, Teperis and Oakbear travelled all the way to
Belgium to perform the handfasting ceremony of Jenni and me
on July 21, 2005.
They performed the Celtic wedding rite
together with Torc Bloos, a Druid Priest from the Netherlands
who had joined N.O.D. shortly before. This gathering could be
considered the first historical meeting of N.O.D., and was indeed
the foundation stone for the first local grove – or Nemeton.
Plans to become official
When the future plans of N.O.D. became the topic of discussion at
this first historical Druid Meeting, it became apparent that we
were no longer dealing with just a “small online community”, but
rather with a Druid order in full growth and with great potential
yet to be unfolded. The Council had grown exponentially in the
mean time, despite the departure of Sparrow, Rain, Avaon and
Grant Fir. New Council members were Claire (Bansidhe), Flora
Batts (Floralia), Kirsten Ellis (Karayana), Torc, and of course Crow
Dragontree, who took over the College administration from Jason
(even though Jason did return to the Council again for awhile). By
this time, we had already drawn the attention of the Witchvox
magazine, who published an article about our online ceremonies,
and of Rev. Skip Ellison from ADF (Ár nDraíocht Féin), who
mentioned N.O.D. in his book “The Solitary Druid”.
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Obviously, it was time for the New Order of Druids to take on
some more legal status as a non-profit organisation. This was
easier said than done, however, because it required three people,
all of them preferably living in Belgium, to fulfil the positions of
Chairman, Secretary and Procurator. There was me, of course,
and my wife Jenni… but who was to be the third person? This
was to become Hans Roggeman (Roma Aeterna), who had joined
N.O.D. as an expert on Roman history. Who could be a better
Procurator than a Roman?
Jenni and I then held a meeting with Hans, which was notoriously
held inside a tram, where he accepted the offer. This meant that
he was also to join the Council, of course, as the 12th member.
This meant that we would have a “Full House” for the first time
(considering that the maximum of Council members was set to
12), but in fact, a miscalculation had occurred. No one had
noticed that the Council already contained twelve members at
that time, and he was actually the thirteenth. So it was that on
August 30, 2005, Hans became in fact the very first “13th
Warrior”, although the number of Council members was soon to
be reduced again, when it became clear that there are some
things which never change…
Back in the day of the first historical Druid Meeting of N.O.D.,
Teperis had made the offer to make his “Grove of the White
Dragon” in New York a ‘Nemeton’ of N.O.D. However, it seemed
as if this grove was just as dormant as Teperis himself turned out
to be once again, and he had been particularly reluctant to
provide any details about this order.
An investigation soon
concluded that it did not even truly exist, for all the information
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which Teperis had provided was actually false. This caused some
tensions in the Council, resulting into the resignation of Teperis
and Oakbear in December 2005, and the subsequent removal of
Whitewolf the following month.

Bart Piette and Torc during an N.O.D. meeting (2006 or 2007)

The First Nemeton
Up until now, most of the Council members had been living far
and wide apart throughout the world. But with the coming of
Roma, however, we were now with three members from
Belgium, which allowed not only for the establishment of a nonprofit status, but also to start organizing local Druid meetings
(‘groves’ or ‘nemetons’) in Belgium.
This was to become the
“Mother Grove”, called the “Nervii Nemeton”, and its first meeting
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was held on September 2, 2005, in the “sports cellar” of Celtic
Ireland, an Irish pub & restaurant located in the city of Antwerp. A
small ceremony was held for the creation of the Nemeton, and
the “Official Druid Prayer of N.O.D.” (which was written by
Karayana a few months before) was recited for the first time.

Small ritual held at the first Nervii Nemeton meeting on September 2, 2005.

N.O.D. becomes official
Early 2006, preparations for the non-profit organization were well
on their way at last. During our investigation of Belgian laws and
regulations concerning N.P.O.’s, we learned that we needed to set
up two official organs: the Board of Governors, containing at least
three people (Chairman, Secretary and Procurator) and the
General Assembly, which required to have at least one other
member, who was not part of the Board of Governors.
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So we needed yet a fourth person in Belgium to join the General
Assembly with us, but fortunately we did not have to search for
long: Nancy Wauters (Messalina), the wife of Hans Roggeman, was
willing to take on this position, and on February 12, 2006, her
Council membership became effective.

Signing the official papers to make NOD an official NPO in May 2006

The next task of the four members of the General Assembly was
to create a “Constitution” of the N.O.D. non-profit organization,
which had to be written according to Belgian law and regulations.
This constitution defined the New Order of Druids as an
organization with the purpose “to stimulate, advance and develop
the artistic, cultural, historical, emancipating and personal
creativity of the human being, as individual or in group; and to
devise, produce, spread and support the artistic, socio-cultural,
educational forming and spiritual developing activities”.
This
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broad description would allow us to organize anything fit for a
Druid organization, without being limited by our own constitution.
Though the original deadline was set on May 1st (Beltane), we
ended up needing just a little more time to finalize everything, and
ultimately the “big day” took place on May 27, 2006, in Celtic
Ireland (the same pub in Antwerp where our first Nervii Nemeton
meeting was held in 2005).
The big moment was also witnessed by Council members Torc
and Karayana, who had come to Belgium from the Netherlands
and the United Kingdom respectively for this special occasion. It
was followed closely by the press – newspapers, radio and TV – as
the paperwork was officially signed and Torc invited everyone to
form a circle so that he may pronounce a blessing upon the nonprofit organization to be. Even in the days following this special
event, we were contacted by the press for various interviews.
After all, we had just created the first Druid order in the history of
Flanders (the Dutch speaking part of Belgium), considering that
the ancient Belgae did not speak any Dutch yet!
The Council Reformation
The new non-profit organization of the New Order of Druids had
taken a good start. We started attending various Celtic-related
events in Belgium, where we would promote N.O.D.’s activities
online and offline, and sell some related items in order to build up
some finances to work with. Nevertheless, this new structure was
bound to create some tensions in the Council, because the new
N.O.D. Constitution now determined by default that the General
Assembly was henceforth the highest organ, rather than the
Council.
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The very first time we had an N.O.D. stand at a Celtic event. April or May 2006.

These structural changes made it necessary for an internal
“reformation” of the Council to take place. The first step here
was to create six “Council Committees” (or Council Clans, as they
were also called) which made smaller “work groups” possible,
entitled to take certain internal decisions which weren’t necessary
for the entire Council to vote on. After the Council was thus
reformed into Committees, which was finalised on September 11,
2006, the next step was to launch the “13th Warrior” program,
named after the symbolic title which had been given to Roma
when he first joined the Council. The 13th Warrior was to be a
Council member elected by the regular membership. Three
candidates joined the race: Shirley Noble (Willowwind), Jai Duncan
(Tiadow) and LadyVi. On October 29, the poll was closed with
Shirley Noble having obtained the majority vote.
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Kris and Phoenix at the Beltane ritual performed at the first event N.O.D. participated at.

The reformations within the Council proved to be vital indeed,
because since the N.P.O. status had been obtained, the workload
had increased greatly. The next step was to launch an “upgraded
membership”, in where N.O.D. members could choose between
keeping their free membership or upgrading to a paid
membership, which would contain additional online services, as
well as a membership card and an introduction booklet. The
technical part about this service was carefully compiled by
Council member James Liter (Filleadh) from Germany, and the
“upgraded membership” was finally released on October 17,
2006.
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The Oran Mór
Among the services provided to upgraded members, we also
launched the quarterly Celtic E-Zine “Oran Mór”. The concept
was originally created by James Liter, but upon shifting his
concentration to the Upgraded Membership service, the project
was given into the hands of Council member Eadha Deora.
However, due to her extended absence the task was taken over by
Floralia, who launched the first “Samhain Edition” of the Oran Mór
on November 10, 2006. In other words, the Samhain edition of
2013 will actually begin the 8th year in which the quarterly e-zine
has been published.
A team of writers and editors was put together to enable
recurring columns in the e-zine, such as “A Word from the
Council”, “A Word from the College”, “NOD/Druid News” and a
number of other columns to be introduced in the later editions.
When Floralia left the Council on June 30, 2007, the task of the ezine’s chief editor was taken over by Eagle Owl, who was the
instigator of the ‘Young Dynasty’.
The Young Dynasty
By the beginning of 2007, many changes were about. A new
website was launched for N.O.D., incorporating the College, the
forums, the newsletter and the upgraded membership all into
one. Meanwhile, a few Council members had resigned shortly
before, including Jason, Filleadh and Bansidhe, and among the new
Council members were Eagle Owl, and her husband Allanon. The
latter had joined as an assistant-administrator of Crow
Dragontree for the College. During their membership of the
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Council, many of the online N.O.D. activities became more
focused on ‘family and ‘young Druids’ (children and teenagers),
and a special “youth section” was added to the website as a result.
When Crow resigned from the Council on June 6, however, the
administration of the College was handed over to Allanon entirely.
This was soon followed by Floralia’s resignation on June 30,
leaving the position of Chief Editor of the Oran Mór vacant, and
Eagle Owl stepped in to continue the work. This allowed for Eagle
Owl and Allanon to get a tight grip on the remainder of the
Council, for even though they could not dominate the majority
vote like Teperis had done before, they did hold sway over
N.O.D.’s two most important positions on the website.
This
allowed them to manipulate the regulations, in order to get other
people of their choice into place, particularly as mentors in the
College.
The Council, as well as the general membership, became quite
dissatisfied by the dive N.O.D.’s quality levels had taken, causing
quite some tension among the various Council members. This
resulted into some conflicts, which ended with Allanon’s
resignation as College Administrator on September 25, 2007, a
task which was then taken over by Willowwind. Up until then,
Willowwind had only been a temporary Council member as the
elected ‘13th Warrior’, but her Council membership was then
made permanent. The position of ‘13th Warrior’ was subsequently
abolished due to lack of interest from the general membership.
On October 26, Eagle Owl resigned from the Council as well,
after having delivered her last edition of the Oran Mór e-zine, and
thus leaving the position of its Chief Editor vacant again. This
position was filled in three days later by Maya (Cuardai), who
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subsequently joined the Council. The 5th anniversary edition of
the Oran Mór was, in fact, the first one made by her hand.
Changes in the General Assembly
Despite being the New Order of Druid’s five year anniversary,
2008 turned out to be quite a turbulent year. Between March 25
& 27, the N.O.D. website fell victim to a series of attacks by
various hackers, one of which left the signature GREY_HAT. This
forced us to increase security measures to be implemented on
the website.
It was not the only change about to take place in this year. On
June 15, the General Assembly members Hans Roggeman and
Nancy Wauters announced their resignation as governing and
Council members of N.O.D. This posed a serious problem, as the
non-profit status of our organization required at least four
members of the General Assembly. After a series of meetings,
and the necessary paperwork that comes with it all, three new
General Assembly members were accepted to replace the two
resignations. On September 14, Christine Verbiest, Bart Piette and
Zorro officially became the new governing members alongside
Jenni and me. They joined the Council soon after. The position of
Procurator, previously held by Hans Roggeman, was transferred
to Jenni, while her previous position of Secretary was taken on by
Christine.
The Spiritual Weekend
The history of N.O.D. in the past five years has been more than
just a coming and going of General Assembly and Council
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members.
On October 22, 2008, the very first episode of
“NODCast”, the podcast of N.O.D., had been released. On June
21, 2009, the ‘mothergrove’ Nervii Nemeton was asked to
perform a Midsummer ritual at an event called ‘LithaLier’, which
has been the largest ritual performed to this date, with hundreds
of people attending.

TV interview of Phoenix at the Celtic folk festival Meire M'orough (2008)

On September 12 & 13, 2009, the ‘mothergrove’ also organized a
‘Spiritual Weekend’ in Antwerp. This was a continuation of the
concept started in the Belgian city of Nieuwpoort, where N.O.D.
was asked to represent Druidism in May 2008. The intention of
this ‘Spiritual Weekend’ was to bring together a number of
religions and philosophies, whether they are ‘mainstream’ ones or
more obscure ones.
The goal was to stimulate positive
communication between the participating religions, and to
properly inform the visitors what each religion is about – taking
away as much prejudice as possible. The end result was a
success: among the participating religions and philosophies were
the Evangelical Church, Jewish Community, Islam, Buddhism, Hare
Krishna, Knights Templar, Freethinkers, Maitreya, Native
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Americans, Asatru, Greencraft Wicca, Sacred Well Congregation,
Maya Tradition and Universal Sufism.

Spiritual Weekend 2009 Antwerp (organized by N.O.D.), with Phoenix, Jenni and Christine
Verbiest on the picture. At the far left is Merlyn, our contact (one of them anyway) with the
Greencraft Wicca movement.

Spiritual Weekend 2009 Antwerp
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The Spiritual Weekend lasted for two full days, offering a number
of lectures from the various participating groups, a ‘Spiritual
Dialogue’ and a ecumenical service held in a nearby church. Not
only did it draw a good amount of visitors, there was also a bit of
interest from the press, such as local TV, and an internet spiritual
radio called Utopia Radio.

Phoenix speaking at the ecumenical service in a church at the Spiritual Weekend 2008
Nieuwpoort
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The College, the Nemetons and social networks
October 2009 saw the beginning of a series of changes in the
College. The Bardic Youth Course was being translated into
Dutch, considering N.O.D.’s home in Belgium, and this would soon
require some assistance for students in the Dutch language. In
order to do so, it was proposed that Elke Thomas (who translated
the course into Dutch) should join the Council as a secondary
College Coordinator. At the same time, however, Willowwind
resigned as College coordinator on October 25, and left the
Council nearly two months later. Five days later, Elke joined the
Council as joint College Coordinator with Bran, who had become
a Council member on the same day as well.

A visit to the megalithic dolmen of Wéris in Belgium, 2008 (Kris on the left)
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The new College Coordinators were soon to face some urgent
issues: the shortage of mentors. Karayana had recently resigned
as both a Council member and mentor, and Maya announced that
she would have to step down as mentor for a certain time as well.
With Willowwind also out of the picture as a mentor, the problem
was a difficult one to solve. It resulted in the Council’s decision to
carry out a reformation, in which the students would no longer be
assigned a mentor by default. Instead, the guidance of a mentor
was made available to upgraded members only, whereas free
members could still join the course as well but having to post their
assignments in a specific classroom forum instead.
These
reformations could be carried out right away, though, because on
November 23, 2009, the website fell victim again to a series of
hackers’ attacks. This caused the server to be offline for an entire
week, and sped up the plans for a renewed and more secure
website, which was eventually launched on March 18, 2010.

Karayana (Kirsten Ellis) and Torc at the event when NOD was made an official NPO
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In the meantime, there was a growing presence of the New Order
of Druids on various social networks on the internet.
A
Myspace.com profile had already been created since June 10,
2008, while the Facebook group was founded on December 14,
2009. This was soon followed by a Facebook page for N.O.D. on
January 3, 2010, and an additional Facebook page for the Nervii
Nemeton three days later.
A Google+ page was eventually
created as well on November 11, 2011.
The year 2010 saw another important development: a set of
regulations which was to make possible the creation of local
Nemetons by other N.O.D. members. Work on this project had
initially begun under Council member Torc, who headed the
Nemeton Committee, but following his resignation on February 1,
2009, this task was taken over by Pellinor. On January 18, 2010,
the system of ‘Council Committees’ was found to be defunct,
which resulted into its abolishment, so that the entire Council
would be involved into the process of decision-making once
again. Following all this, the Nemeton project was temporarily
taken over by Bran and Zorro, who created the first major draft of
what was to become the final set of Nemeton regulations in use
today. When Bran left the Council on May 14, 2010, he did not
only leave Elke Thomas behind as the sole College Coordinator,
but also Zorro as the only person left to carry on the Nemeton
project. Being so close to achieving our goal at last, I decided to
step in and assisted Zorro in creating the final draft. It was this
final draft, which was approved by the Council on October 14,
2010, after nearly five years of the concept’s inception.
Nonetheless, these regulations were not implemented into the
website until September 9, 2011, which was well after Zorro’s
resignation from the Council and his subsequent departure from
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the General Assembly in January 2011. At the same time, two new
members were admitted to the General Assembly: Elke Thomas,
who was already a Council member, and Lily Demuynck.
The story continues…
It would seem that, following the last major changes in the
General Assembly and the Council in January 2011, things seem
to have settled down to a stable continuation. New College
courses were being added by Maya, and N.O.D. was asked to
represent Druidism once again at the Spiritual Weekend of
Nieuwpoort on October 8 & 9, 2011.
This prompted the Nervii Nemeton to organize a second edition
in Antwerp as well, which took place on October 20 & 21, 2012.
The concept was the same, but this time we managed to offer an
even greater variety of participating religions and philosophies:
the Roman-Catholic Church, Free-Catholic Church, Protestant
Church, Armenian-Apostolic Church, Jewish Community, Islam,
Buddhism, Hare Krishna, Knights Templar, Maitreya, Greencraft
Wicca, Sacred Well Congregation, the Belgian Theosophical
Organisation, Jainism and Bahá'í. The event received some press
coverage by StampMedia and the local internet newspaper
‘Antwerpse Koerier’.
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Spiritual Weekend 2012 Antwerp (also organized by NOD) - the round table containing the
symbols of all participating religions

Spiritual Weekend 2012 Antwerp
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The team of Council members has more or less steadily remained
the same in the past two years. The only recent change was the
addition of three new Council members on November 11, 2012:
Jules Mather, James Parton (Huathe) and Jenn A. (Envelope). It
was following a proposal of Envelope, that N.O.D. introduced a
new system of ‘Circles’ or ‘online workgroup guilds’ on October
1, 2012. We hope to see this system expanded upon in the time to
come.
The year 2013 will mainly be marked by the launch of a new
N.O.D. website. It is time for a new design, and for newer (and
more secure) software which should expand our online
possibilities once more. And who knows what else the year 2013
will bring? As well as the upcoming five, and even the upcoming
ten years? We certainly have come a long way, and not always an
easy one, but it definitely seems to be heading in the right
direction, and we intend to keep it that way!
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• August 16, 2002: The “Gate to Avalon” website is founded by
David Dom.
• February 1, 2003: The New Order of Druids is founded by David
Dom and Jean-Claude Pretre.
• May 3, 2003: The “Living Celtic Spirituality” course is started by
Jason Kirkey.
• June 11, 2003: The Council of N.O.D. is founded by David, JeanClaude and Jason.
• May 30, 2004: The “Grove of Dana” online college is founded by
Jason Kirkey.
• September 2, 2005: The “Nervii Nemeton”, the first N.O.D.
grove, is founded in Belgium by David.
• May 27, 2006: The New Order of Druids becomes a non-profit
organisation when the official N.O.D. Constitution is signed by
David Dom, Jenni Heiden, Hans Roggeman and Nancy Wauters.
• October 17, 2006: The New Order of Druids launches the
upgraded membership option.
• November 10, 2006: The First edition of the N.O.D. Celtic E-Zine
“Oran Mór” is released by Floralia.
• January 16, 2007: The first E-Nemeton is created.
• September 22, 2008: Christine Verbiest, Bart Piette and Hans
Verbist join the Council and the General Assembly following the
resignation of Hans Roggeman and Nancy Wauters earlier in June
2008.
• October 22, 2008: N.O.D. launches the NODCast, the podcast of
the New Order of Druids.
• September 12 & 13, 2009: N.O.D. organizes a “Spiritual
Weekend” in Antwerp, Belgium.
• January 8, 2011: Elke Thomas and Lily Demuynck join the
General Assembly following the resignation of Hans Verbist in
December 2010.
• September 9, 2011: N.O.D. launches the possibility for members
to start local Nemetons and Vernemetons.
• October 20 & 21, 2012: N.O.D. organizes a second “Spiritual
Weekend” in Antwerp, Belgium.

NOD’s Word

We thought as NOD councilmen
and women we would like to
introduce you to a few of our
latest group of mentors and
council people. They were the
brightest of our students so we
asked them to spread the
spark. So here they are without
further a do!
Jules is a NOD Mentor &
Council Member, who lives in
Somerset, England. Living in this
area has been a great help to
him, as he has been able to
regularly visit local sacred
places, such as Glastonbury,
S t o n e H e n g e , Av e b u r y &
Tintagel. Doing the NOD
courses, and going to these
sacred places has driven him
into a more special spirituality
and relationship with the land,
nature and the Ancestors. He
has a thirst for reading books
on the Druids, Celtic Legends,
History, Myths & Magic, which
has also inspired him to write
songs over the years, as he
plays the guitar. Jules also has
an interest in Shamanic
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journeying, and feels this is an
important part of his path.
In his own words, he writes: "I
am always learning and
experiencing more as I tread
further on my path & journey.
The NOD courses I have found
to be a big help, which I enjoy
doing very much, as I presently
make my way through the
'Voyage of Maelduin' series in
the Ovate course. These
courses help to enhance my
growth in spiritual knowledge &
experience, and gives me more
appreciation for nature and the
Druidic Celtic path. I also get to
know a bit more about myself,
to grow & transform.
I also enjoy mentoring others
and encouraging students in
their assignments. I find that I
also learn from the students
myself, and since starting
mentoring, I have enjoyed
seeing one of my students
complete the Bardic course
successfully".
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"My ultimate goal is to live a
happy, peaceful spiritual life and
'to be as one' with nature &
mother earth, to be able to help
people and to gain as much
wisdom and knowledge as I
can. I feel that the Druid path is
a journey in pilgrimage that can
help all people to appreciate
this great land and to have
respect for mother earth,
nature, people, places,
connectedness, & of course the
ancestors".
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BYC, I waited for a month
before applying for the position
of a mentor. The main reason
for the application was my
desire to help other people.
Offline, I volunteer as well. For
instance, I perform first aid
during events. I think helping
others gives such a great
satisfaction; one that can't be
found in other, material stuff. I
can't say I've instantly become a
better person after receiving
and grading the first
assignment, however, I love
finding new perspectives on
previously done assignments
and learning to become more
patient.
James Parton ( Huathe )
Mentor and Council Member

Jules Mathers

I'm Dymphy and I'm one of the
mentors of the BYC. I'm fairly
new to this position, since I
started the 21st of September
last year. After completing the

When I joined the New Order of
Druids about 2 ½ years ago I
was looking for something
beyond the Eastern Native Tree
Society in which I had been
actively participating. ENTS was
centered on trees but is
centered more around tree
science
and
forest

NOD’s Word

documentation. I tried to get a
more spiritual aspect on trees
started there but to no avail. I
then asked my sister if she
knew of another site on trees
that would cater to a more
spiritual nature concerning
them. She sent me a number of
links, mostly pagan-oriented
sites which did not match up to
my Christian belief system even
though I did admire their
reverence of trees and nature.
But one stood out. The link to
the Order of Bards, Ovates and
Druids.
While participating on the
OBOD forum I found NOD and
was pleased to find their
primary courses was offered
for free. I immediately signed
up. Naturally I was skeptical at
first figuring that my belief in
the Christian God would not fit
or would be met unfavorably. I
was prepared to withdraw at
any time. But the people of
NOD welcomed me and made
me feel at home and my studies
progressed and before I knew it
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I was through the Bardic Ovate
and Druid courses.
Right after my graduation from
the Druid course I was
accepted into the NOD Druid
Council of Avalon with two
other outstanding members
coming on board with me. The
first thing I thought was “ NOD
is AWESOME! They are kind
enough and open enough to
permit a Christian among the
Council. As far as I know I am
the first.

Articles
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Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
the Druid of Nazareth

By Roger Poor

If you can, take a step with me
beyond the pale of accepted
history and Dogma. Taliesin the
Arch Druid who lived circa
500CE tells us that "Christianity
was a new thing in Asia but there
was never a time when the
Druids of Britain held not its
doctrine." This is an amazing
statement! There are 18 years
of the life of Ishua that are a
total mystery of history. There
have been many theories about
where he went during this time:
to Egypt to enter the Mystery
Schools there or to India. But
the most logical and probable
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theory is that he went to the
British Isles!
Which seems more possible?
R e m e m b e r, I s h u a w a s t h e
rightful blood heir to the throne
of Judea and everybody knew it
from the lowly shepherds in the
fields to visiting foreign
dignitaries. King Herod the
Idumean placed on the throne
of Judea by the Romans had
tried to assassinate him before
he turned 12. So it makes sense
that his family would want to
hide him away until he reached
maturity. Would his family allow
him to travel unattended back to
Eg ypt to enter a myster y
school? Egypt at this time was
firmly under Roman control.
Would they allow him to travel
across the continent, through
both Roman controlled territory
as well as strange and
dangerous lands to go to India?
Or, would they allow him to
accompany his great Uncle
Joseph of Arimathea on his
business trips to purchase tin in
Wales? Yes, with his Uncle, this
seems the most plausible of all

Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
the Druid of Nazareth

possibilities. It is also possible
that while in Britain Ishua found
that the Druids were well
educated and well traveled; they
already had a deep knowledge
of Judaic spirituality and
Qabalistic insights. Historical
documents show that the Druids
were traveling the length and
breadth of Europe as early as
200 BCE. Could it be that the
young Ishua listened to the
spiritual insights of the Druids
thus creating in him an entirely
new spiritual world view, and
upon returning with his Uncle to
Judea he began a new ministry,
not one based on Judaism, but
on Druidism! Here are just a few
examples that support this point
of view:
1. Judaism is a religion of
conquest. I'm sorry if this
offends your sensibilities but it is
the truth. The Jewish God says
go defeat this tribe or that tribe
because I have given you their
land as an inheritance. The battle
for the wasteland so
erroneously called the
“Promised land” continues to
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this very day. If I were promised
such arid mostly desert land I
think I’d say Keep it! Or their
God says an eye for an eye and
tooth for tooth. Ishua said, "Turn
the other cheek".
Julius Caesar tells us of the
Druids, "They hold aloof from
war, they do not pay war taxes,
they are excused from military
service and exempt from all
liabilities. Tempted by these
great advantages many young
men assemble of their own
notion to receive their training,
many are sent by parents and
relatives".
2. Judaism is all about the
“Book”. The Scribes were men
of great standing who
hobnobbed with the ruling
Sanhedrin members. For the Jew
it was always “Write it down!”
There is no evidence
whatsoever that Ishua or any of
his immediate disciples wrote
down any of Ishua’s teachings.
Ishua taught in parables, stories
that would convey his ethical
point. These stories were meant

Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
the Druid of Nazareth

to be memorized and passed
down. “Let him who has ears,
Hear”, not let him who has eyes
read! This is exactly the way the
Druids passed on their
enlightened teachings.
Julius Caesar tells us more, "In
the schools of the Druids they
learn by heart a great number of
verses, therefore some persons
remain twenty years in training.
They do not think it proper to
commit these utterances to
writing although in almost all
other matters, their public and
private accounts, they make use
of Greek characters. They also
lecture on the stars and their
motion, the magnitude of the
earth and its divisions and on
natural history, and the power
and government of God and
instruct their youth on these
subjects." Eighteen years are
missing from Ishua's life, it is
more than reasonable to deduce
that he completed the Druidic
training.
3. Judaism is a religion of
restrictions. Don't eat this or
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that, don't touch this or that or
you will become defiled. Ishua
taught that what we eat gets
digested and flushed out of the
body and as far as touching, he
laid his hands on lepers. He told
us that what defiles us is what
comes out of us from the heart
not what we eat or touch.
4. For Judaism nothing is more
sacred than the Sabbath day
wherein you must do no work
and the sign of circumcision.
Ishua said that if the Father
works on the Sabbath then so
should we and as for
circumcision he tells us that if it
were truly profitable then boys
would be born that way, what is
important is the circumcision of
the heart.
5. Judaism has no tradition of
using tree and plant lore as a
tool to convey its teachings. Yet
for Ishua tree and plant lore,
along with the use of the natural
world are the core of his
teachings! The Palm tree, the
mustard bush, the lilies of the

Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
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field and the birds of the air are
just a few examples.
I could go on with many more
examples but the above makes it
clear, Ishua may have been
Jewish by blood but he was
Druid by faith.

Some Historical Evidence
1. The historian Gregory of
Monmouth tells us that when
Augustine (who lived 354-430
CE.) visited the British Isles he
fo u n d n o l e s s t h a n s eve n
bishoprics and many abbeys. I
wonder why the church calls
Augustine the “Apostle of
England?”
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2. In the Pendrith Collection, a
collection of ancient Welsh
documents, we find that the
Celtic Church didn't take kindly
to Augustine's visit. It reads, "Be
it known and declared that we
all individually and collectively
and in all humility are prepared
to defer to the Church of God
and the bishop of Rome and to
every sincere and godly
Christian so far as to love
everyone and according to his
degree in perfect charity to
assist them all by word and deed
in becoming the children of
God. But, as to any other
obedience we know of none
that he who you term the Pope
or bishop of bishops can
demand. The deference we have
mentioned we are ready to pay
to him as to ever y other
Christian but in all other
respects our obedience is due
to the jurisdiction of the bishop
of Caerleon (the Arch Druid?)
who is alone our ruler under
God to keep us right in the ways
of Salvation."

Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
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3. In Britain is to be found the
first Christian Kingdom, for
proof visit St. Peter's church in
London where you will find this
inscription: Be it known to all
men that the year of our Lord
God 179, Lucius the first
Christian king of the land then
called Britain, founded the first
church in London. That is to say
the church of St Peter upon
Cornhill and he founded there
an archbishop's see or seat and
made the church the
metropolitan or chief church of
the kingdom, so endured the
space of 400 years unto the
coming of St Augustine the
apostle of England who was
sent into the land by St Gregory
the doctor in the church at the
time of King Ethelbert.
4. Even the venerable Bede, who
was all about promoting a proRoman take on history, admits:
"The Britons preserved their
faith which they had received
under king Lucius uncorrupted,
and continued in peace and
tranquility until the time of
Emperor Diocletian in A.D. 284."
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5. Eusibius, a second century
theologian tells us: "The
Apostles passed beyond the
ocean to the isles called the
Britannic Isles".
6. Taliesin the Arch Druid and
Prince of the Bards who lived
circa 500CE tells us: "Christ the
Word from the beginning was
from the first our teacher and
we never lost his teachings.
Christianity was a new thing in
Asia but there was never a time
when the Druids of Britain held
not its doctrine."
7. Gildas, the Anglo-Saxon
historian of 520 CE: "Ye certainly
know that Christ the true son
afforded his light and the
knowledge of his Priesthood to
our island in the last years of
Tiberius Caesar." Tiberius ruled
from 14-37 CE so we
understand that Gildas is telling
us that Ishua was physically in
Britain. He is not referring to
some post-resurrection event.
8. Metaphrates, a Greek
historian states: "Peter was not

Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
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only in these parts but
particularly he was a long time
in Britain where he converted
many nations to the Christian
Faith."
9. Virgil, the Roman writer,
stated: "Britain, partly through
Joseph of Arimathea and partly
through Pythatis and Demaus,
was of all kingdoms the first to
receive the gospel".
10. Theodorus in his Glassia of
435 CE refers to the Apostle
Paul. "Paul liberated from his
first captivity in Rome preached
the Gospel to the Britons and
o t h e r s i n t h e We s t . O u r
fishermen and publicans not
only persuaded the Romans and
the tributaries to acknowledge
the Crucified and his laws but
the Britons also and the Kumri."
Kumri (Cymru) of course, being
the ancient Celtic name for the
people of Wales.
There are many more historical
accounts of the deep
connection between the Celtic
lands and Master Ishua. The
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Apostle Paul addressed his very
first letter to the Galatians. Who
were the Galatians? They were a
group of Celts living in Turkey,
and the whole purpose of this
letter was Paul telling them not
to let the “Judaizers” pollute the
Ishuan teachings that he had
shared with them in the
beginning! It is my personal
“Truth” that the teachings of
Ishua divorced from the Jewish
framework that they have been
forced into, and separated from
centuries of Judaizing preachers
are in fact the last vestiges of
true Druidic thought!

Nothing else seems to make
Sense
When we look at the events of
Master Ishua’s life the statement

Jesus Christ: Master Ishua
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that he was no longer following
the Jewish faith makes perfect
sense. All the Jews knew that he
was their rightful king from
birth. When he returned to
Jerusalem the whole city came
out to greet their king laying
palm branches before him, and
yet, after teaching his new faith
the Jews turned on him and
cried out for the Roman
governor Pilate to crucify him.
They wanted their king dead
because he was in their eyes no
longer a Jew!
One of the greatest enigmas of
Celtic history has always been
why did the Celts so easily
convert to Christianity? How
was it that the Celtic Church
was so strong a century before
the Church of Rome even came
into existence? The answer is
obvious. The Celtic people
understood the teachings of
Ishua because they already
knew those teachings! His
t e a c h i n g s a ro s e f ro m t h e
teachings they had been
honoring for centuries. Ishua
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and the Apostles were preaching
Druidism!
Why would the Roman General
Gaius Paulinus allow Queen
Boudicca to sac Colchester and
London so that he could destroy
the Holy Druid island of Mona
(Anglesey)? Because his
Emperor, Nero was obsessed
with wiping out the followers of
Ishua in Rome and wanted the
birth place of those teaching
eradicated!
I’m not asking you to have faith
in the New Testament for we all
know, that book has been
perverted with centuries of
distortion. But I do ask that you
take a fresh look at the words of
Ishua and allow yourself to hear
them in a Celtic context. I think
you will be surprised! For me, no
other explanation makes sense.
Now it’s time for you to decide.

Kinship with Nature:
Francis of Assisi

By Jules Mathers

Francis of Assisi was born to the
wife of a wealthy cloth
merchant in Italy in 1181AD.
Over his formative years, the
church at this time was gaining
in power & wealth, and some
objected to this, believing that
followers of Jesus should
accept poverty, avoid property
and work among the poor. In his
early 20's, Francis is known to
have changed clothes with a
beggar; embraced a leper &
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accompanied him to the leper
house & befriended his
community. He also raided his
fathers warehouse to sell cloth
to raise money for the
restoration of a ruined chapel.
For this, he was brought to the
Town Council, and throwing
down his clothes at his father's
feet, he left home to take to the
road, dedicating himself to
absolute poverty, preaching &
teaching among the poor and
sick.
Before he was thirty years of
age, he founded the Order of
Friars Minor, not made up of
conventional monks, but of
wandering friars who rejected
the ownership of property &
money, and preferred the open
road and nomadic life as seen in
the Gospels. Seeing also that
creation was inseparable from
the Creator, they were in close
contact with nature daily, and
stories of miraculous
communication with wild
creatures became very
common.

Kinship with Nature:
Francis of Assisi

There were stories of them
taming and befriending wild
beasts, and that one friar had a
wolf as a friend, while another a
bear. All these stories carried the
idea that humans and animals
should and could co-exist.
Francis rejoiced in the beauty of
creation, and his earliest poem
to have come down to us is his
'Canticle of the Sun', which is
built around an understanding of
a deep relationship with nature,
of which here is an extract:
“Be praised my Lord, for
sister moon and stars, clear
and precious and lovely, they
are formed in heaven.
Be praised my Lord, for sister
water, who is very useful and
humble and precious and pure.
Be praised, my Lord, for sister
our mother earth, Who
sustains and governs us, And
produces various fruits with
coloured flowers and herbs.”
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Francis was delighted on
entering a village, when a flock
of birds settled on him. He
treated all animals and creatures
with respect - bees, ants and
mice also were sources for
moral lessons that he used in his
sermons.
In 1213, an amazing incident
took place (recorded by
Thomas of Celano), which
typified Francis' attitude to
nature and all creatures – he did
a sermon to the birds. Among
the many things he spoke to
them, were these words:
“...My brothers, birds, you
should praise your creator very
much and always love him; he
gave you feathers to clothe
you, wings so that you can fly,
and whatever else was
necessary for you...”
The story goes that Francis was
very happy to finish his sermon,
and that not one of the flock of
birds had flown away.
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Legend has it, that at the moment of his death in 1226AD, a flock of
Larks circled around the place where he was, giving out loud cries –
Even in death he was surrounded by the natural world.
Until we adopt an understanding towards the rest of nature, we shall
continue to fail in what Francis teaches & tells us.
In 1979, Francis of Assisi was declared the Patron Saint of Ecology.

Nature Magick in the 21st
Century

The Difference Between
Magick and Science by
Renard
**First appeared in the 2011 autumn/spring
equinox issue of Aontacht, the global
magazine of the Druidic Dawn

I love science. It provides us
with so many incredible insights
and opportunities and great
inventions, medicines and toys.
I also love Magick. Because it
helps me to communicate
directly with this planet and all
its natural forces and that helps
me to better understand myself
and my place and role in the
universe.
There is though some
significant differences between
the two approaches to
understanding and using the
forces of Nature.
Science deals with the physical
characteristics - the qualities
and properties of minerals,
chemicals and a myriad of
different objects in the
universe.
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For instance, gas will instantly
ignite every time it comes in
contact with a flame.
It's
characteristics guarantee that
interaction every time. Water
will respond to gravity and flow
downhill. These physical
characteristics acting out in
reality provides an absolute
certainness that science used as
it has evolved. It became the
platform on which the
foundation of science was built.
All science is based on a
relationship built on this
guaranteed repeatability that
then creates corresponding
predictability and therefore
gives humans an ability to
predict the behavior of natural
forces - so we can create
electricity, keep food safe, make
medicines and everything else
that science has produced.
Science has brought us an
amazing cornucopia of
knowledge about how the
world, and to a lesser degree,
how the universe, operates.
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But science by its very choice
to build on the twin pillars of
repeatability and predictability,
has largely avoided looking into
large and significant other
aspects of nature that are not
structured that way.
And therein lies the Realm of
Magick.
Magick is certainly a deep and
broad topic, with many schools
of thought and directions. For
the purpose of this discussion,
let me mostly confine myself to
the arena I know best - Nature
Magick.
I was fortunate to live outdoors
in the great western forests of
the United States for most of 18
years. I was a social activist
from the 1960's who was part
of building a forest based
cooperative movement that
tended to the forest including
planting more than 27 million
trees in 17 states.
Truth is I would have agreed to
be an indentured servant for the
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opportunity to live out in
remote forests for all that time.
It was a time of great work
efforts often conducted under
very harsh and difficult
conditions.
Beyond the work
aspect though, it provided an
incredible Earth Magick training
ground where much teaching,
training and experimenting took
place.
I learned that within nature,
every object is imbued with a
life force and each of these
living entities is imbued with
varying amounts of intelligence.
All objects in all their myriad
forms are ultimately built from
the primordial matter that
makes up the universe and
many would say - the multiverse
of all possibilities.
While its
origins are still a mystery, all
matter also comes with a small
amount of Primal Intelligence
that was either there as part of
the creation of the multiverse
or has evolved over
time...perhaps as a result of

Nature Magick in the 21st
Century

matter moving through vast
lengths of time and space.
In any case, the very matter...
the material used to create a
hill... comes with some small
amount
of
inherent
intelligence.
Individual rocks
and trees have a relatively
limited amount of intelligence...
an amount generally equal to
that which is necessary to
perform its ecological function.
Moving upward from individual
objects
of
nature,
concentrations of natural
properties increase that
intelligence making every place
in nature, ever meadow and
grove and pond a unique living
entity created by the mingling
of the intelligences inherent in
the elements that make up their
biological composition.
As natural systems become
more complex, more
intelligence is created and the
entity has more of an ability to
sort through higher amounts of
information.

Imbo

lc 20
1

It is also important to
understand that as intelligence
increases, more information can
be processed and the
intelligence becomes more
organized. As some point in
this intelligence building and
organizing process, the
beginnings of volition is
achieved . This is where the
intelligence develops a will that
counsels the process of
performing more complex
natural functions. Simply put, the
coalescing entity begins to have
the ability to make choices.
Many small creeks become a
lake and the lake generates a
higher level of intelligence somewhat separated from the
intelligence of the creeks... but
yet inter-connected with those
i n t e l l i g e n c e s . I n t h i s w ay,
segments of nature coalesce
and become individualized even
while still being directly
connected into the overall Earth
network of life.
And this interconnectedness
with the component
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intelligences continues along as
nature systems become more
complex and they develop into
a greater network of everincreasing intelligence and life
forms.
As the ability to make choices
continues to grow, there is a
corresponding growth in self
consciousness. It is here where
humans first evolved what is
called Nature Magick.
In the old times, people
sometimes formed relationships
with a creek or pond they used
often, or with stands of forests.
They gave offerings and
regularly petitioned for positive
desired outcomes.
Humans
sometimes found special
places, where the intelligence
had gathered more strongly and
a stronger connection could be
made with the life force there.
Over time, these places became
known as our sacred places.
For the Druids they were the
aged sacred oak groves. There
are other locations, like hot
mineral springs, where the
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concentrated nature energy
could be directly absorbed into
the human body and thus have
an healing experience which is
another form and example of
having a relationship with nature
that results in a positive desired
outcome.
Sometimes we can see this
higher intelligence in action in
nature.
We see it in the
behaviors of bees, ants and
birds, where the "group mind" is
m o re i n t e l l i g e n t t h a n a ny
individual ant, bee or bird.
And this same "gathering of
intelligence" from many
individual entities carries on
upward into nature, forming
higher levels of intelligence,
some of which can be observed
or communicated with by
humans.
So a creek is alive and has
intelligence. All the creeks and
rivers in a watershed are each
individually intelligent... but
together they generate a higher
intelligence with more ability to
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interface with the world,
including humans. Beyond any
single watershed, all the water
in a geographic mass like North
America has a higher level of
organized intelligence and
somewhere along the line the
Lords of Water are formed.
Similar building also takes
places in the other natural
realms -air, earth and fire.
Living entities... beings with
intelligence and both will and
volition.
And even among them the level
of
intelligence
and
individualization and the ability
to make choices varies greatly.
This is not a linear or strictly
hierarchal situation, but more of
a layers and levels situation
where the separateness of
consciousness happens, yet the
entity is still functioning as part
of the whole Gaia complex.
Some of this is mirrored by
humans in that some humans
are more intelligent than others
and some are just more willing
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and able to communicate than
others.
This volition is critically
important to Nature Magick.
U l t i m a t e l y, t h i s i s t h e
fundamental difference
between Science and Nature
Magick.
Science depends on
utilizing the physical
characteristics of objects in
nature and its ultimate
predictability.
In Magick though, there is an
additional ingredient that alters
the outcome of the experiment
and does not work within the
parameters of predictability.
And that is the capability and
willingness of intelligent life
forms to communicate with
humans and then its capability
and willingness to utilize its
power of volition to affect a
desired outcome.
Ultimately,
Nature Magick depends on
having a positive, live, coherent
and ongoing relationship with
Nature intelligence through its
various levels and forms of
entities.
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Magick depends on contacting
and communicating with nature
entities, and then having that
entity agree to do what is
requested or desired. That is
why it works.. and also why it is
not always as repeatable and
predictable as science, as living
forces of nature must agree to
cooperate with you. And that is
just not always possible for a
host of reasons, including the
practitioner not having the right
understanding, not enough
personal power or more likely
that the nature entities involved
just choose not to connect or to
participate. It is what provides
the variability of Magick and
why it is not repeatable upon
demand.
Historically Nature Magick has
played a powerful part in older
Druid and Earth based religions.
Much can be said, but very little
known about this early Earth
Magick, as almost nothing was
written down about it. Perhaps
this was intentional and a way to
remind us that it was about
relationships with nature, not
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written words that make magick
happen. A reminder indeed that
ceremony is a way to focus the
mind and set the stage, but
ultimately it takes a genuine
communion with Nature for
magick to occur.
There was no set path... no
consistent chemical reactions to
depend on... no sure way to
accomplish Nature Magick. It
depended instead on
understanding, respecting,
communicating and working
directly with the forces of
Nature.
Today, much of humankind
believe they have left the
natural world. That they have
evolved from the mammal chain
of life, but somehow severed
their ties with Gaia. But it is not
so. We are still connected in a
variety of ways. We think we
are the rulers of our bodies and
minds, but in actuality we are a
part - a very key part indeed,
but just a part in the ongoing
decision making process that

Nature Magick in the 21st
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determines what we experience
each day.
In my understanding of the
mechanics of the universe,
there are four primary
influences that determine what
a human will experience at any
particular moment.
There is certainly the first party
actor ME - the me that is this
incarnation, this version of me in
the multiverse. The ME that is
c o g n i z a n t . . . i s u t i l i z i n g my
intelligence and emotions etc to
make decisions every moment
of every day.
There is also the influence of
GAIA that has an influence and
impact on every decision we
make. Our bodies come from
this planet, where the
intelligence that built up over
many millions of years of
evolution and experimenting,
has hardwired herself into our
brains and bodies and utilizes
this connection to have an
impact on our decisions and
perception of reality.
As an
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example, think of the
"autonomous" aspects of our
body's functioning - the
digesting, the hormonal and
chemical balancing, the disease
fighting, even the breathing we
d o t h a t i s o n g o i n g eve r y
second, but requires almost no
direction or decision making by
ME or US. It just "happens" and
we very rarely ever question it
or how and why it happens.
This GAIA influence has other
abilities that often sit in the
background while ME appears
to be the decision maker, but at
times GAIA can effectively take
ove r t h e d e c i s i o n m a k i n g
power.
This is most easiest
seen in her role in promoting
some of her fundamental
agendas - species evolution and
propagation.
There is also the influence of
KARMA. The karma that travels
with us over time... lessons
learned, past relationships, our
teachings and lessons we need
to learn along the Path of Life.
This influence on our decision
making is always present,
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always manifesting its influence
into what we experience and
what comes our way. KARMA
is often played out by a life-long
series of seemingly random,
unpredictable events in our lives
that often deeply impact our
lives.
Finally there is the influence of
the UNIVERSE on us. Theory
has it that all energy and matter
manifested at the time of the
Big Bang. Ultimately this means
every living somewhat
intelligent atom in our body has
always been present and has a
long history that far exceeds its
miniscule role as ME or US. The
UNIVERSE is hard wired into our
psyche and has an influence on
our decision making also. Our
sense of our place in the
universe... our role in the
universe helps guide our
decisions and as our perception
of our role changes, so does
our understanding and
perception of reality.
The
primal intelligence that has
grown up over the entire
evolvement of reality may well
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have levels of influence on us
that we cannot fathom as we
walk the earth, on a small planet
that
is
part
of
a
incomprehendably vast, diverse
and complex multiverse.
Ultimately, these four influences
can be seen as a conduit
between us and other parts of
our connected reality.
A
conduit that can also be used in
both directions, giving us a way
to understand the information
being processed and shared and
allowing us the possibility of
having an impact on each of
them as well.
People have forgotten the old
ways, the old connections from
our species history. Pathways
and processes that put us in
touch with Nature and our
greater self. Most people have
forgotten the ceremonies that
connected us with the gods and
goddesses of nature and
allowed us to tap into vast
amounts of energy and
information about the world.
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But these pathways are still
there. We don't have to learn
the old ways. We need to make
new ways that honor the old
ways. Ceremonies that make
sense for us - here and now.
Admittedly, some schools of
Magick have largely been
forgotten... the pathways even
to get there obscured over time
and even the sought after
outcomes forgotten... but they
can be remembered or revived
and brought back into the
world.
For the earth
remembers and all the natural
processes are still there waiting
to be tapped into and the living
entities of nature still are
capable of communicating with
us. And yes...even the old gods
and goddesses are still there forgotten by most, but still
expressions of nature and
natural processes worthy of our
respect and honoring and well
within our magickal reach.
Our sacred places are still full
of power and energy. We have
just forgotten how to reach
them and use them.
The
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pathways to them are now
overgrown and few walk those
rough trails, except for a few
Druids and earth friendly priests
and priestesses who do not fear
experimenting and treading
where few have traveled for so
long.
Those who embrace their
natural heritage realize there is
nothing to fear.
Those who
understand that they are a small
immortal mote of the Primal
Intelligence, know they have
nothing that can truly be taken
away from them or lost. And
through their efforts they work
to reconnect humankind with
t h e i r b i r t h r i g h t a s a ve r y
complex and intelligent creation
of Nature.
Indeed, reading and studying
and doing ceremonies are very
important to understand our
role in the universe. But they
too often have become an end
in themselves, not the
preparation for the Great Work
of actually being in communion
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with Nature and being an active
part of the global Gaia Network.
In conclusion, reality is affected
and can be altered by different
combinations of scientific
practices... but this can also
happen through Nature Magick.
Chefs use scientific formulas
(aka recipes) to create
masterpieces of food made
from individual ingredients.
Magick utilize recipes also. We
find ways to focus our minds on
a desired outcome, and then we
open a communion with Nature
that could favorably impact the
sought after outcome. We use
scents and sacred objects to
focus the mind.
We use
ceremonies to build the stage
and mindset and to invite the
ancient players and to open the
doors to the selected
intelligent, volitional, nature
entities. And in doing so, we
create masterpieces of Magick
made from all these individual
ingredients.
As we advance in Magick, just
like in human social settings, we
gain access to nature spirits
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with greater intelligence and
higher capability to impact the
physical world.
We literally
become on a first name basis
with them and develop bonds
and active relationships with
them and as a result our recipes
become more complex and
powerful.
Eventually practitioners can
truly arrive at the realm of
Nature Magick. It ‘s borders are
vague and undefined, but it is as
real as Bardsey Island (aka the
Island of Avalon) and still well
hidden by the Mists and
treacherous currents.
Sometimes the crossing is
intentional... other times not, but
it is always an adventure.
The further on you travel or are
p u l l e d i n t o t h a t re a l m o f
magick... the more profound the
experience.
And more than ever the Earth is
calling forth the new orders of
Druids and other earth based
approaches that are built on
respect and love for this planet.
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And Gaia offers, as she always
has, her unconditional love...a
love that has grown from being
our Mother for millions of years
of evolution.
She offers no
condemnation, no eternal Hell
or need for fear and
domination...only her constant
love and her willingness to
share her resources.
Working with HER has never
b e e n e a s i e r. . . n o r m o r e
important... for all of us who
walk a path of respect and love
for all life, but also for every
member of our species. Many
of our species have wandered
far and found the new religions
a n d w ay s o f l i fe a b i t t e r
experience. Best that we take
up the old ways and find our
way home once again.
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Faith as a necessary
condition of Science

By Clark Lind Anthem
I n t o d ay ’s d ay a n d a g e,
technology and information
surround us in ways we could
not conceive even a few years
ago. Almost anything you could
possibly want to know is
probably ‘out there’ somewhere
in the cloud.
As science and technology
advance, I offer up the idea that
not only does faith advance
too, it must do so necessarily.
Faith, as defined by the OED1
(for my friends across the
pond), is shown to be
“complete trust or confidence
in someone or something.”
As information grows,
knowledge grows. With the
internet, knowledge is shared
and spread across much of
humanity. The increase in
knowledge and technology
logically leads to an increase in
sub-categories of said
knowledge, or put differently,
leads to specialization.
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If you choose to spend your
life studying the spined
stickleback (a species of fish),
you could probably do so. And
your work would have nothing
to do with say, the pros and
cons of gun control, violence in
video games, or how on earth
they are going to stretch The
Hobbit into three movies.
My point is simple. I (and
everyone else) don’t have time
to research every possible
subject under the sun. I am
going to have to have faith that
what you say is true.
This obviously doesn’t apply to
matters that are of extreme
importance to you and your
life! Get a second opinion of a
medical condition. Drive a used
car and have a mechanic check
it out. Don't send your life
savings to any disposed
monarchs in any African
country, no matter what their
email might claim. Some things
you should just not take on
faith.

Faith as a necessary
condition of Science
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But as society, knowledge, and specialization increase, our faith will
increase proportionally, and accordingly. There are just too many
subjects and just not enough time and/or interest. I am simply
going to have to take your word at face value about spined
stickleback mating patterns.
1. http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/faith?q=faith

The Power of Satire
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By Mehull

W

ithout food quickly on the dish,

Without cow`s milk on which the calf grows,
Without a man`s habitation after darkness remains,
Without paying a company of storytellers- let that be Bres`s
Condition!
Or words to that effect! The
first Satire ever pronounced in
Ireland and most of us know
what happened next. I`ve heard
~boils~ and I’ve heard ~red
blotches~, but whatever the
case, Bres was no longer
beautiful, and could not reign as
King. So what of the story? What
of the magic power of the Fili?
What of the magic power of
poetry itself?
What do you believe? Can a
modern Druid, or Poet, cast a
satire that will physically
disfigure without the need for
highly specialized radioactive

poison concomitantly? Did
Coirbre actually cause Bres`s
condition through the
transmission of magical energy?
Did anything at all happen?
Well the subject of the ~
Psychosomatic~, Hysterical
states of blindness and paralysis
for example, are well known and
have their own chapters in
Psychiatric Text books. I am
reading a book at present
entitled ~Primitive Magic~ that
describes experiments carried
out in the 1800`s where by
doctors exploring the subject,
experimented on ~Hysterical~

The Power of Satire
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mental patients ,(them were the
days ), inducing, by the power of
their verbal suggestions alone,
specific Demographic patterns
of inflammation on the
Somnambulist`s skin.

nowadays take for granted, and I
kid you not, that if a third party
had observed it as little as 200
years ago, one or both of us,
might have been made to
answer charges of witchcraft!

In my own country of
residence, Australia, the fact that
some of our native peoples
could, and have, died from
having bones pointed at them
was so well acknowledged
generally, that it appeared
regularly in popular television
shows. I am almost certain I
remember a Skippy the bush
kangaroo episode featuring it.

It must be admitted from the
start that the lass involved had
up to, and beyond this point,
been suffering appreciably from
a neurosis that had significant
aspects of paranoia to it. At this
time I was about mid way
through a battle of wills myself
with a Welsh Mountain Pony, and
part of the opinion I was trying
to impose on this animal, was
that it was not an unreasonable
thing to be pulling a cart. She
(the pony) disagreed violently at
the beginning of the exercise
every day, but in an effort at
regularity imposing reality, I
would drive the creature along
the only road nearby as close to
daily as i could manage.

I only ever playfully claim the
high rank of Druid or Poet to
those who i know won’t take me
seriously,(partly to keep the
Former one, “Druid”, in current
use), but some years ago, I did
induce accidentally in a lady, a
dramatically
florid
dermatological reaction through
words alone. This reaction to
our conversation went way
beyond the ordinary pupil or
body language reactions we

Through no other circumstance
than the need of equine
discipline, I passed this lady`s
house each time. One day she
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rushed into the street, highly
distressed, and stopped my
c a r t . A t e a r f u l c o n fe s s i o n
ensued of something I had not
the slightest acquaintance of. It
seemed her observation of my
daily passing had convinced her
that I must know, what she was
sure, was a shameful secret, and
that my daily navigations were
but a pretext to gather
intelligence I could share with
the gossips of our
neighborhood. Undoubtedly
what happened next was a
product of her extreme state of
agitation and in one way, my
taking credit for any part of it is
conceited, but in a real sense it
is a creation of our
interlocutions, so can be said to
be the like, in artifact at least, of
a satire.
This lady`s skin is as Caucasian
white as any that would not be
described albino. An
unexceptional pink, with less
than the average in skin damage
manifest for the Celts grown in
this land. Before my very eyes
though, a bright red, sharply

Orán

Mór

demarcated line so intense it
might be called purple, rose
horizontally across her chest. No
mere blush this, but a deep and
unhealthy hue that travelled
higher at a linear rate of about a
centimeter every 2 seconds till it
engulfed her completely. The
hairs of her fair hair now
seemed bizarre as they
sprouted from such an unnatural
looking substrate along the lines
of the part. It must be said that
only a short time of my 15 year
career as a Registered Nurse
had been spent in dermatology,
but I had never seen the likes of
this.
She rushed inside, I am not sure
she was aware of her color, or
how long it lasted. It certainly
was not permanent as we are
lead to believe was Bres`s state,
but let us not forget either the
great gulf of time that separates
the two biology’s. It has been
said that as science progresses,
so God retreats. This, or the
spirit of it, is not at all my aim in
these speculations. The magic
applied against Bress is no less
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marvelous in my mind than if it
was the same mechanism i
witnessed in a modern daughter
descendant of Mil`s tribe. If it is
the same magic though it helps
me understand a little better
how i am different from my
great ancestors. Some say that if
you can`t see it on a skeleton,
then don’t call it evolution. I’ve
heard others talk of a resistance
to cholesterol that has “evolved”
in an entire village in France.
Whatever you want to call it we
have changed. And it is not a
betrayal of our ancestors to
admit or explore how. No one, in
the short space of my life time,
will now expect any native
Australian could die from having
a bone pointed at them, and
truth be told, most possibly now
can`t. Learned people talk of the
“Flynn effect”, the less learned,
despairingly. It is more or less a
hypothesis (as I understand it),
saying that each generation is a
little cleaver than the last. My
children have no trouble with it
(YET), and truth be told i accept
it broadly myself. It is convincing
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for its explanation of the data
that indicates that same, with
generational comparisons of IQ
statistics over the years. Call me
an Ancestor worshipper if you
like, but there`s an important bit
of value judgement like fine
print I’d change in the way the
theory is usually reported. The
Nazis badly misused Darwin’s
theory, and i think it is easy to
rhyme condescendingly
ourselves with Flynn’s
information if we`re not vigilant.
The way it’s usually put is that
our ancestors were dumber! I’ve
even herd it said that the IQ
scores our great grandparents
got would qualify them for
“disability status” today. Now I’m
not just being respectful here
when I say that the more
accurate way to understand and
report this phenomenon is to
say not dumber but certainly
different. Our ancestor’s brains
had to cope with a different
world, and needed different
brain architecture to do it!
Depending on what you might
classify as cleaver, in some ways
they had abilities we have lost or
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are losing, as quickly and surely
as we are losing the very
biodiversity of our mother
herself.(Erin or the wider earth
mother) What`s the use of
knowing how to compose an
ancient satire in the right way, or
point a bone, if the brains of the
humans you are trying to effect
aren’t tuned to it? Might as well
compose it in Morse code! You
could go on and on. What’s the
use for example of knowing
how to track animals, when you
live in a city where the only
animals you need are plastic
packaged in the cuts that suit
your recipe book? Don`t get
me wrong! I’m certainly not
saying I approve of, or think our
modern cleverness a universally
good thing. It might have some
good points, but its big
drawback is that we (as a
species) paradoxically I think,
have become much too cleaver
now to survive. Too cleaver to
live sustainably (absurdly),
largely because we have (for
the most part), lost our visceral
link to the very earth we need to
know intimately for the
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necessary inspiration/motivation
needed to learn or relearn what
we have to know.
The Theological and practical
upshot of all this is perhaps that
the questions of whether Bres
was scared, and for how long is
a little beside the point. Satire is
still powerful see the “Colbert
report” out of America, or
Australia`s own “Chaser team”
that humiliated doubleya Bush`s
reality at the height of his power
on a visit to Australia. Powerful
as it is though, its link with
Poetry is now almost gone.
Likewise, the power to induce
disfiguring scars is now
probably best accomplished
with chemical or mechanical
aids like specialist radioactive
poisons, though the effect of
the scars themselves can be
nearly as devastating to the
victim’s chances to rule as ever.
We still like pretty faces more
than substance. Maybe some
things will never change.
We
still have biological remnants of
our forbear`s biology for better
or for worse, as we have
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remnants of viral DNA spliced
into us from ancient events. My
incident may have been as close
as any of us can now hope to
experience of what it must have
been like to be around Bres.
Perhaps it betrays, what is for
many of us, a Christian up
bringing, when we try to force
literal translations of some of
our old stories on our fellow
Celts as a “proof of worth or
legitimacy”. Not pointing any
fingers, just saying I’ve heard it.
As for the Power of Poetry
itself? I have carved a likeness
of a head I call OGHMA in my
back yard. From his mouth
hangs a chain, the chain is
deliberately left unconnected to
symbolize that, by and large,
Poetry itself is now powerless
and unheard! Sure I don’t mean
to offend those who it still does
e f f e c t d e e p l y, I t a l k i n
generalities to say that it is not
used to effect policy and or
direction in any of our human
institutions of governance today.
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A Poem At Imbolc

By Grace Ryagard
So tiny a spark hiding
in the dark
of the mother’s robes.
Young light is vulnerable
is in darkness unknowingly
small and still.
Sun child, still and small
and still birth tender.
Still,
the days lengthen
buds form from cold sap rising;
bulbs pulse and push aspirant
inward glowing,
outward growing.
From the dark
in their caves
and in secret places
the knowledge of
quiescent seeds.
quickens , incumbent.
Here in my time,
I cross the fields;
I feel a tremble in the gardens,
I sense the dance in the jungle;
All along the shore
and deep within - I hear as
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Pan plays the pipes
shifting slumbers
and the Maiden caresses
a dreaming earth.
And I,
with no lantern,
find myself
in the dark of dreams;
in a time not knowing.
But the child-light
in the mother’s robes hidden…
the child-light in the dreams, I guard
during my earthy all-weather dream.
I, the child of that dream, am the light.
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Nine Celtic Triads
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By Bradius V. Maurus III
Three things that destroy a marriage: indifference, incivility, overexpectation.
Three things that save a marriage: tenderness, friendship, vows
honoured.
Three things that destroy the Earth: development, exploitation,
people.
Three things that save the Earth: habitats undisturbed, coal
unburnt, children un-conceived.
Three things that mar learning:
specialization, pressure to publish.

too much certainty, over-

Three things that bring contentment: a secure income, happily
married children, a clean conscience.
Three things that bring peace: listening, patience, forgiveness.
Three things that destroy an economy: unproductiveness, debt,
inequality.
Three things that make a druid wise: learning from others,
observing with attentiveness, thinking for oneself.

The Holy Light

By Liz Godfrey
12/22/2012
Holy days of doth we know
Light that does now show.
Embraced by divine love so true
Teaching your children the virtue.
Children of the Light doth do sing
The Love of all we do truly bring.
Laughter brings whole of heart
Love so very true from the start.
Blessed are the ones of the Tree
Born of the Light that doth does free.
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A Saul Catarne
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The above is a beautiful Gaulish prayer to the Sun
sent in by one of our members. The translation is
on the page following this one.
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By Bellouesus
A Saul catarne, uolougos anation, rixs nemesos, poisi oiton.
O powerful Sun, light of souls, king of heaven, o witness of oaths.
Tras neboregian tou carbantos diiu retet.
Across the firmament your chariot runs during the day.
Noxti uer Andedubnon candisi.
During the night you shine upon Annwfyn.
Lauenon eđđi mon cridion au enter brigas exsregisi.
Happy is my heart when you rise between the hills.
A Saul atenoibon, uer me cande.
O very holy Sun, shine upon me.
Ne moi camman en temellu biietu, cuti namantes areuosont.
Let me not walk in the darkness where enemies wait.
Moi rata anextlonc erna.
Grant me blessings (or graces) and protection.
Molasiumi tou comoxtin are aiđđon.
I shall praise your power forever.

The Lady
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Liz Godfrey
9/29/2012

Dancing whispers within the wind.
Flames flickering from time without end.
Seasons that pass though out the age.
Shining above us minus a stage.
Glorious Lady that is so bright.
Guiding us all throughout the night.
Teach us the traditions of old.
Wisdom more invaluable than all the worlds gold.
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